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Eugene Willging 


Literary Guild---January Selection 


Roberts, Kenneth. Lydia Bailey. Doubleday. Jan. 
488p. $5.00. 

usual Kenneth Roberts has chosen the obverse face 
the historical coin the centerpiece around which 
build this pen portrait some aspects early United 
States history. field this time foreign policy and 
one his secondary themes seems that even those 
days our diplomats were one the chief barriers 
honorable peace and successful foreign policy which 
would win the respect the world. Primarily, how- 
ever, this story romantic adventure and Mr. Roberts 
sems have written the lusher vein Costain 
Shellabarger rather than the style Northwest 
Passage Oliver Wiswell. 

1800 the fledgling Republic the United States found 
itself maze foreign and domestic difficulties which 
the application the ideals upon which the democ- 
had been founded. The Federalists were setting 
themselves aristocratic class and infringing upon 
the freedom speech all who did not agree with them. 
The passage the Alien and Sedition Act during the 
Adams Administration gave them the power unleash 
averitable persecution upon anyone who spoke out against 
their regimé and thereby perpetuate themselves 
power. the West Indies French privateers were cap- 
turing and maritime courts were confiscating American 
under pretext American violation treaty 
mutual aid against England. Along the Barbary Coast 
Tripolitan pirates were exacting tribute and generally 
American commerce the Mediterranean. 
Retired from the law the farm because was disgusted 
with the consistency public 
malice, inetptitude, self-aggrandizement, nar- 


row-mindedness and bigotry, young Albion Hamlin finally 
consented defend Editor Thomas Bailey Boston 
against charge sedition. lost the case rail- 
roading Supreme Court Justice and his client consump- 
tion but fell love with and demanded his fee 
Gilbert Stuart portrait Thomas’ niece, Lydia Bailey, 
reputed dead yellow fever Haiti. was physically 
attracted and almost entrapped Harriet Faulkner, 
another Bailey’s nieces, and her interests heir 
prosecuted Bailey’s claim against the Federal Government 
for damages suffered the hands the French. 
Washington, where could gather but little evidence, 
met Tobias Lear, once Washington’s secretary, 
bumbling bureaucrat with vastly inflated sense his 
own importance. Lear himself seemed interested French 
Spoliation Claims and suavely blocked Hamlin’s attempts 
obtain evidence. Philadelphia Albion was more 
successful gathering evidence from French refugees who 
had left When, from Captain Lee, learned 
that Lydia recently had been seen alive Haiti Albion 
deduced that Harriet had deluded Thomas Bailey and 
faced her with his deductions before leaving for Haiti 
search Lydia. 


Haiti Albion found himself the midst political 
harlequinade, opera bouffe republic whose leader 
Toussaint alone was statesman. There 
came under the chaperonage General King Dick, 
gigantic and remarkable negro, the trusted aide 
ture. There also again found the ubiquitous Tobias 
Lear busily engaged advancing himself. Albion found 
Lydia peaceful inland plantation tutoring the two 
sons Gabriel d’Autremont, French planter. She re- 
fused leave the face danger invasion the 
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French. Then Bonapartist army under General Leclerc 
landed and Haiti erupted into total war rather savage 
variety. the negroes began indiscriminate murder 
whites Albion and King Dick rescued Lydia and the 
d’Autremonts only fall into the hands the savage 
and brutal Dessalines. They remained his power 
harried the French Western Haiti and were wit- 
nesses unspeakable cruelties and brutalities but man- 
aged escape and regather French-held Cap Fran- 
cois. embargo preve ented them from sailing Amer- 
ica but Lear, with the connivance the French, was 
bribed into arranging the sale Lee’s ship Hamlin 
and her clearance the French Mediterranean port 
Cette return the d’Autremonts their native home. 


After uneventful voyage during which King Dick and 
Lee were dropped Gibraltar, the former dispose 
cargo rum and the latter because his suspicious 
behavior, the d’Autremonts were returned Cette where 
the Hamlins, now man and wife virtue ceremony 
King Dick, were cordially urged remain. 
Running back Gibraltar the ship and the Hamlins were 
captured pirates, result Lee’s treachery, and 
taken Tripoli. Lydia and Albion were forced sign 
agreement that neither would attempt escape 
communicate Lee’s treachery pain severe punish- 
ment the other. She was placed Bashaw Joseph 
Karamanli’s palace tutor his treacherously deposed 
brother Hamet’s sons while was made gardener 
Murad Rais, renegade Scotch admiral the Tripolitan 
fleet. There for years Albion observed the ineptitude 
American naval officers, culminating the Philadelphia 
incident, ineptitude which further emboldened the 
overweening Tripolitan Bashaw. But eventually the tide 
turned and the Americans under Preble besieged Tripoli 
causing considerable damage and fear. Albion was res- 
cued King Dick and taken Jalo, desert oasis, where 
the latter was raising troop black Arab cavalry 
accompany Hamet his attempt regain the throne 
Tripoli, attempt for which had been promised 
American aid. With Hamet and William Eaton they 
marched into Tripoli and captured Derna only learn 
that Lear had been appointed United States Peace Com- 
missioner and intended negotiate treaty appease- 
ment with the cruel and hypocritical Joseph Karamanli 
wherein Hamet’s rights would sacrificed. Albion and 
King Dick then rescued Lydia and returned Derna just 
American aid was being withdrawn from Hamet 
the eve decisive battle with Joseph’s army. They 
take part that victorious battle and then ride south 
into the desert from which they escaped spend quiet 
life the vine-clad hills Cette. 


This book shaped somewhat like truncated cone— 
cone, because begins with broad general base events 
and narrows gradually into intensely intimate, personal 
narrative, truncated, because ends abruptly and incon- 
clusively though the author were hopeless finding 
proper and well-tailored ending according the fashion 
these novels adventure. The historical background 
seems fragmentary, incomplete and inconclusive. 
Thus the reader dumped abruptly into the Federalist 
era, abruptly terminated Jefferson’s election, into 
the new-born Republic Haiti without any adequate 
explanation the scene, its cause its eventual termi- 
nation. Tobias Lear castigated the appeasing, glory- 
seeking, self-aggrandizing, narrow-minded politician whose 
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ventures are crowned with apparent success while Willian 
Eaton and Toussaint are pictured bray 
and wise statesman stalemated their attempts the 
narrow-minded politicians. However these men play only 
supporting roles and their characters and backgrounds are 
never sufficiently developed. the beginning 
seems about develop into creditable character 
quickly reverts weakling, wet-nursed the 
able King Dick and the less remarkable Eugene 
dorfer, two dei machina, whom even the impossible 
but minor handicap. Lydia, highly touted strong 
and wise woman, remains throughout pallid characte 
moving languidly through the story under the author; 
tutelage. The action never quite realistic (though 
there plenty realism) and the events move through 
too long period time. all Lydia Bailey some 
what disappointment; one had expected better things 
Kenneth Roberts. Add this the fact that the book 
heavily encrusted with protanity, outrigh 
obscenity and occasional blasphemy and the 
ment intensified. Although there seems nothing 
the book that would harm the average adult 
there likewise little reason recommend any great 
extent. 


Book the Month Club---January 
Co-Selection 


(With Hodgins’ Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream House) 


Andrezel, Pierre. The Angelic Avengers. 
House. Jan. 1947. 402p. $3.00. 


According the publishers this book appeared first 
1944 Copenhagen, Denmark, under the 
torate. had large circulation and the Danes are said 
have taken the triumph young love and innocence 
over brutality this romantic mystery symbolic 
their own eventual victory over Nazi tyranny. The pub 
lishers seem using hush hush publicity stunt 
this title. The book jacket passes over the author 
silence. Pierre Andrézel pseudonym for Barones 
Karen (Dinesen) Blixen. Under the name Isak Dine 
sen her Winter’s Tales was Book-of-the-Month Club 
selection for June 1943. Some the author’s experience 
negro black magic and superstition during her 
British East Africa coffee planter the background 
for much the horror atmosphere this tale. 


Random 


The angelic avengers are two eighteen-year-old victorian 
maids, Lucan Bellendan and Zosine Tabbernor. 
might have stepped from the pages Thackeray had the 
author been able create atmosphere for them. The 
two girls were one time school companions. Lucan 
now orphan, making her way the world gover 
ness, finds herself forced withdraw from the services 
her master, despite her deep affection and devotion his 
son, blind little boy. This situation was brought about 
the compromising position she was offered become 
the mistress her master, out wedlock course 
Lucan seeks refuge the home her very wealthy friend 
Zosine. Practically simultaneous with Lucan’s arrival, 
Zosine also rendered homeless through the bankruptcy 


and flight her father. 


After many fruitless attempts find work, the girls are 
offered situation scholars the home English 
clergyman and his wife, the Penhallows, living France 
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Mr. Penhallow takes the girls into his home out desire 
help them and improve them, and fill the void 
inhis home left the loss his own daughter. tutors 
them literature and history and they are treated very 
kindly Sainte-Barbe. air mystery surrounds their 
home and neighborhood and the girls gradually become 
the fact that they are merely screen for criminal 
After having defended Mr. Penhallow and pro- 
him from arrest the police, they discover that 
white slave trader and murderer. Though they 
could have escaped, they risked remaining with the Pen- 
hallows until they are brought justice, suicide. The 
are assisted faithful, though blackly superstitious, 
negro from Santo Domingo. Mr. Penhallow was devil 
and enjoyed the servitude Satan whom 
had sold his soul, rather perverse situation even for 
devil. 

The story interest sustaining tale with all the devices 
the romantic mystery: helpless maids; honorable, but 
supid lovers; the poor getting rich, and the rich getting 
poor; black magic, murder, devil worship; hate, sin, con- 
version; heroes and heroines living happily ever after. 
Lucan returns from France Lady Hartranft; Zosine, 
Baroness Thésée Valfonds. 

The avengers are naive the point being amusing, and 
discriminating adults with appreciation for the fantastic 


might enjoy the tale. 
Miller, S.J., 
University Scranton 


Book the Month Club---January 
Co-Selection 
(With Andrezel’s The Angelic Avengers) 

Hodgins, Eric. Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream 
House. Simon. Dec. 30, 1946. 237p. $2.75. 

Mr. Hodgins top executive with Time, Inc., and 
former Editor Atlantic Monthly, Redbook and Fortune 
which latter post retired temporarily resume 
writing career which Mr. Blandings the latest product. 
Mr. Blandings first appeared short story Fortune 
early 1946 and has been expanded into the present 
publication. The Blandings are typical New York, 
apartment-dwelling couple. successful advertis- 
ing copy writer with account “in his pocket” and 
income five figures; she housewife knowing little 
housework. The two teen-age daughters are kept pro- 
gressive schools and expensive summer camps. When 
suddenly the urge own their own home haven 
peace and security strikes the Blandings they count 
nest egg twenty thousand dollars sufficient meet 
all expenses. But first they are mercilessly fleeced 
real estate agent and reluctant country 
bumpkin deal for ramshackle house hill with 
avista Connecticut. Planning remodel their Revolu- 
tionary farmhouse they are forced dismantle and 
build anew. doing they stumble into every pitfall, 
encounter every difficulty, meet every problem involved 
building. The final outlay more than fifty-six thousand 
dollars and the dream house, when finished after several 
years effort, was burden rather than comfort. This 
funny book and succeeds achieving its 
But underneath its flippant and frequently caustic 
humor indicates quite clearly that constructional babes 
inthe woods can and frequently are thoroughly fleeced 
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completely legal manner. There are occasional in- 
stances profanity and several flippant remarks about 
sex but, the main, the book seems suitable for adults 
and fairly entertaining reading. 


Mytinger, Caroline. New Guinea Headhunt. 
millan. Dec. 10, 1946. $4.00. 


Caroline Mytinger professional headhunter but not 
the dangerous variety since her trophies are only 
canvas. attempting paint the portrait the whole 
complex racial mixture known Melanesian she spent 
several years one-half two-woman, self-supported 
expedition wandering about the Pacific islands, penetrating 
into what were then barely accessible regions search 
types for portraits. Her companion, identified only 
Margaret, seemed the general factotum the ex- 
pedition with Caroline alone doing the painting. Funds 
came the form portrait commissions from white resi- 
dents larger colonial centers. The record the earlier 
half this project was given Headhunting the 
Solomon Islands, past Book-of-the-Month Club selection. 


After painting Melanesian types through the Fijis and the 
Solomons areas the author headed for New Guinea 
attempt find some the “ancestral types”, find which 
she hoped make primitive Papua Yela Island 
off the New Guinea coast. The record her wanderings 
this region the meat the present book. those 
years these regions were scarcely considered suitable for 
white women and although the expedition met numerous 
difficulties still the two women succeeded penetrating 
into all the known regions and some that were still the 
process being charted. The expedition’s experiences 
were many and varied; they found their types, both wild 
and semi-domesticated; they painted the subjects and ex- 
amined various aspects the cultures encountered. From 
the standpoint the natives the two must have been 
the most inquisitive and prying whites ever encountered; 
from the standpoint the men the colonial adminis- 
tration services they must have been nuisances; but due 
credit belongs the two since they knew what they 
wanted and, spite numerous obstacles, usually 
wormed their way into possession. Miss Mytinger de- 
scribes their experiences with the natives and the whites 
the various parts New Guinea and tells them 
detail, using racy, free-flowing, anecdotal style which 
conducive easy reading. Always these 
brained and helpless (?) females received the sympathy 
and aid planters, traders, government officials and 
others, enabling them eventually compile 
complete pictorial record Melanesian types and sub- 
types. They met and painted cannibals and headhunters; 
they invaded and recorded native village life and art and 
customs well costumes; they lived for years one 
the least desirable physical environments the world 
and suffered almost endless list physical afflictions. 
But the task was completed and their collection por- 
traits returned America sometime before the outbreak 
war the Pacific. The portraits, many which are 
included photographs the book which also other- 
wise illustrated, seem valuable records physical 
and cultural anthropology the Melanesians. 

The author’s account complete and detailed yet scarcely 
ever boring. Her experiences were interesting, feminine- 
somewhat unorthodox, and the interest does not suffer 


162 


from her method recounting them. Especially she 
interesting when writing the conditions under which 
people, native and white, live these regions. She 
anthropologically frank dealing with her subject and 
wields sometimes racy pen describing human rela- 
tionships. Her approach characterized levity and 
there are occasional instances profanity. One major 
omission her almost complete lack mention mis- 
sionary activity any sort. Could she did not travel 
those circles deliberately refrained from going into 
the whole, the book seems suitable for 
adults. 


Hubbard, Margaret Ann. Flight the Swan; 
Novel Based the Life Hans Christian Andersen. 
Bruce. Dec. 1946. 319p. $3.00. 


Bruce Fellowship novel depicting the life the Danish 
writer for children whose fairy tales are indispensable 
part childhood’s library. Basing the incidents largely 
Andersen’s autobiography, the author looks for char- 
acter and personality delineation his fairy tales. Each 
chapter accordingly prefaced bit dialogue 
narration which sets the mood indicates the significance 
the action following. poetic license she concludes 
that the things which touched her subject most deeply 
were seldom mentioned his account his own life, 
hence the hunchbacked girl whose name 
dentally through its pages until her tragic death sea 
must have been unwittingly his one-true-love. Otherwise, 
her death would not have affected him deeply. 


Detailed throughout the 300 pages are the usual incidents 
well known his readers, with amplification and em- 
broidery added for the early days Odense, the first and 
subsequent meetings with Henrietta Wulff, the other girls 
fell love with and tried marry (including Jenny 
Lind), the triumphs that followed his early, despairing 
years. Major space and emphasis the incidents and 
achievements which meant most Andersen himself— 
his plays, poems, novels and travel books—rather than 
the fairy tales which still lives. Perhaps this 
faithful the man’s own estimate his powers, but 
not the phase the reader would like best know about; 
does not help the novel develop; does not explain 
the man. spite the fact that the Danish writer said 
himself, life has been lovely, lovely story 
fate could not have been directed more happily, more 
prudently, better”, feel that his was dissatisfied, 
almost frustrated existence whose increasing triumphs 
were never great enough. Nor the reader’s sympathy 
completely awakened for the awkward, near-illiterate 
boy-man for whom generous patronage did much the 
face irrational expectations and inconsistent behavior. 
Here the writer has not been skillful enough portray 
the true eccentricity genius. 


Throughout, the reader’s interest remains the subject, 
Andersen, rather than the vehicle, the novel. Since 
this interest would more reliably satisfied with straight, 
authentic biography, justification for the fictional form 
rests guess whether more readers might inform 
themselves about Andersen’s life through story than 
through biographical sketch. Undoubtedly they would, 
the novel were sufficiently entertaining compelling. 
the latter score there considerable doubt this in- 
stance. Perhaps the real fact the matter that bio- 
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graphical novels are such difficult media which 

that only the experienced craftsman should attempt them, 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvanig 


Nisbit, Alice. Send Angel. University 
North Carolina Press. Nov. 30, 1946. 122p. 


atmosphere almost unrelieved gloom and sordid. 
ness Miss Nisbit depicts the last two years the life 
Delilah Stewart, colored field hand and odd-job 
“Mr. Ed’s” South Carolina plantation. 


Delilah, past her wanton youth, separated from her 
band, Cream Stewart, loving all this world only 
eleven-year-old son, Sammy, moves intoa 
cabin Mr. Ed’s place the Christmas 
different worker, Delilah consciously resents the social and 
economic superiority the whites 
rebels against the Providence which has made her 
Her only escape from her soured thoughts and drab 
vironment occasional spree drunkenness the 
neighboring town. 


Cream, returning for passing visit, makes Delilah drunk 
and steals Sammy. Under this blow Delilah goes 
pletely pieces and only partly restored when Sammy, 
having run away from Cream, returns weak and 
ated. After transient recovery Sammy dies, leaving his 
mother nurse her deep sullen wrath men and 
Unluckily, Cream comes excuse himself for his share 
Sammy’s fate, and Delilah kills him fit rage 
and buries his body fit fear. Mr. knows the 
murder but keeps Delilah’s secret. However, 
Cream’s “housekeeper”, makes known his disappearance 
and puts about that Delilah has made away with 
While Mr. planning her defense, Delilah tries 


cross the rain-swollen river and drowned. 


This Miss Nisbit’s first book. gives promise better 
work come; but itself soaked gloom bea 
sort caricature. fact, reminds one the old 
parody the Russian school fiction: “She broke her 
arm above the elbow just hear snap”. 


Send Angel will harm adults, but there 
seems adequate reason why they should read it. 


Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Wagenknecht, Edward. Editor. When Was 
Child. Dutton. Nov. 18, 1946. 477p. $4.00. 


biography. The writers are American and 
atists, poets, novelists, artists, etc. There are thirty-nine 
them. Scott, Dickens and Ruskin are here but the 
majority these selections are from comparatively recent 
works and deal with very early memories. Though the 
compiler declares has excluded all fictional treatment 
childhood many the pieces reveal intensely 
tive children. There deep pathos Agnes 
“Small Tragedies”. Lincoln Steffens ends Miserable 
Merry Christmas” thus: “It covered the whole 
from broken hearted misery bursting 
The incident one the most poignant the 
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literature children. Lizette Woodworth Reese “The 
Smell Cedar” pictures lovely past the community 
which she “grew up”. There much whimsy 
Milne’s “Childish Days and Dreams”. small 
loves dog but expect later years that the 
loss pet will mean more than the loss relative? 
“Clouds Glory” Middleton Murry closes with this 
passage: “His grandmother whom loved, died. 
was sad but the sadness left scar. But the mystery 
the death his brown dog wound that rankles yet”. 
Though grown ups admit there streak cruelty 
most small children they will hardly subscribe this 
satement: “Pity, and even terror, are emotions which de- 
when are longer innocent and the senti- 
mental adult who induces such emotions the child 
probably breaking through defenses which nature has 
wisely put round the tender mind” found “The Inno- 
cent Eye” Herbert Read. There selection Eric 
Gill’s entitled: “Poverty, Chastity and Obedience”. Rev- 
Francis Connell, C.SS.R., The Ecclesiastical 
Review December, 1944, states: “Eric Autobiog- 
raphy even its expurgated edition dangerous book 
because contains too much sex and sensuality”. 
Max Miller belongs the same category. contains 
and obscene passages. Mr. Wagenknecht would 
have done well had omitted these last two selections. 
They render the book unsuitable for adolescents and for 


many adults. 
Sister Fides, 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America 


Goodspeed, Edgar How Read the Bible. 
son. Nov. 15, 1946. 244p. $2.50. 


Ifa person were write book show people how 
read the story the past war, and that book 
mention the purposes the nations that were 
if, furthermore, failed say word about 
the battles through which victory was achieved, un- 
biased observer would remark that the author had not 
succeeded his work. parallel manner, one must 
make the statement that this book failure. takes 
notice the central fact the New Testament—that 
Christ said that was God. passes over 
silence the miracles Christ which proved the 
His doctrine. 


Win- 


let not urge people waste their time accidental 
things. commentator the Scripture should present 
for examination the following statements Christ: His 
that had the same power forgive sins that 
God has, Mt. sq.; His statement that had eternal 
existence, John 58; His remark that possessed every- 
thing that the Father had, John 16: 15; His constant 
that was the true Son God. These and 
many other statements Christ cannot ignored 
book that discusses the meaning the Gospels. Besides, 
many accidental ideas are discussed the work Paul. 

Romans addition, this book you will look 
vain for examination the miracles Christ. The 


however, make not insignificant part the 
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few many possible objections may mentioned. 
Christian will learn from this work that the Scripture 
not the word God. Paul would shocked dis- 
cover that the faith which writes Romans “that 
experience the human heart the presence, the for- 
giveness and the love God”. For Paul, faith in- 
tellectual assent the truths Christianity. 
pagan would find questionable the judgment Judith 
relentless murderess. 


the office scholar not only seek out all the 
elements situation truth, but recognize and 
mention the certitudinal value each element. The 
author has very little concern this book for the defini- 
tions truth, certitude, opinion and falsehood. Whoever 
states about Ephesians that “it was evidently written 
later follower Paul”; whoever proposes certain 
fact that Job “clearly piece fiction”; whoever gives 
the impression that there doubt that Matthew 
expansion Mark; whoever seriously interprets Mal. 
meaning “that God accepts heathen worship, 
sincere, whether offered Jewish ways not”;—who- 
ever proposes these categorical statements, certainly can- 
not said doing service learning and scholar- 
ship. 

The Scripture doesn’t need the kind enlightenment 
offered this book. person can see the light the 
Scripture very easily. All has open his eyes. 


James Gibbons, S.]., 


University Scranton 


Van Water, Frederic Lake Champlain and 
Lake George. Bobbs-Merrill. 381p. $3.50. 


Many librarians thought that they would buy but five 
books order have complete set the American 
Lakes Series, when that publishing venture was launched. 
addition each the Great Lakes, however, volume 
has been devoted Lake Pontchartrain, and the latest 
one, the subject this review, devoted detailed 
treatment the events associated with Lake Champlain 
and Lake George. Interestingly enough, this latest addi- 
tion one the very best the series. Some may 
wonder this and take the attitude that nothing much 
has happened the valley which these lakes are found. 
Mr. Van Water, however, different opinion and 
his story convincing. the opening his account, 
for example, asks what the result might have been 
for had Champlain decided 1609 force his way 
southward from Montreal the Hudson and the area 
now known New York City. the time, the author 
remarks, the only English settlement along the seaboard 
was the weak one made Jamestown few years previ- 
ously. The Iroquois were hostile, however, and Cham- 
plain and the French were diverted the St. Lawrence 
the Great Lakes area, with profound effects upon later 
istory. 


One cannot but deeply regret that the name Lake 
the Blessed Sacrament, originally given Father Jogues 
what now known Lake George, did not continue 
use. evident that the author the same 
opinion, for although evidently not Catholic, his 
account the saint’s activity the Lake Champlain 
area deeply respectful and reverent. 
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The valley was important during the Revolutionary War 
and again the War march well 
recounted; had been given proper support Howe the 
American cause might have collapsed. Likewise may 
said, had the American commanders the valley area 
co-operated 1812 and 1813, there might have been more 
rather some American victories about which might 
write. The author believes that some the governors 
the area were practically guilty treason; with regard 
the armed forces writes cuttingly: army’s accom- 
plishments were more shabbily comic than the navy’s. 
Each successive general surpassed his forerunner achiev- 
ing farce” (p. 249). 


few paragraphs there some profanity. very 
valuable guide given future reading excellent 
bibliographical note. detailed index increases the value 
and utility the book. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Commander Edward. Under the Red Sea 
Sun. Dodd. Oct. 29, 1946. 500p. $3.50. 


Commander (now Captain) Ellsberg, USNR, 
first outstanding salvage job connection with the raising 
the S-51, submarine sunk, the result collision 
with steamer, off Block Island 1925. little over 
two years later again distinguished himself the 
salvaging the S-4. Having resigned from the Navy, 
worked consulting engineer and writer until 
the Pearl Harbor attack 1941. The day after that 
event volunteered for active service, and was sent 
take charge salvage work the captured Italian naval 
base Massawa the west coast the Red Sea. The 
present book (Captain Ellsberg’s twelfth) the story 
his adventures getting his post and his doings once 
arrived there. 


February 17, 1942, Captain Ellsberg sailed from New 
York the long journey Lagos, West Africa. The 
trip, what with incompetent skipper and crew, took 
thirty-two days. took until March get plane 
and motor-car Massawa known, from its 
abnormally high temperature and still more abnormally 
high humidity, one the best imitations hell 
found this planet. 


The Italians, before surrendering Massawa the British 
April, 1941, had smashed the naval base machinery, 
blown the harbor installations and sunk all the ships 
then blockaded the port. Captain Ellsberg’s job was 
get the shops working, salvage many the ships 
possible and restore the harbor usable shape. ac- 
complish this, had rely what equipment could 
find the spot and largely what help could hire 
there—only handful Americans were available. His 
one great asset was Italian-owned dry dock, seized 
the English Persian waters and brought Massawa, 
where heretofore had defied all attempts get into 
the harbor. Captain Ellsberg got in, and soon was 
docking, scraping and repairing average two mer- 
chant ships every three days. Three the four surviving 
cruisers the British east Mediterranean fleet were re- 
paired there, too. Meanwhile the shops had been set 
going combining unbroken parts from damaged ma- 
chines make good ones. 


Ellsberg Martin 


The workmen (in addition to. 


Best 


few Americans, Europeans and South Africans) 
Italians, Sudanese, and local natives. 


Before left, near the end November, 1942, for 
assignment North Africa, Captain Ellsberg and 
workers had raised from the harbor’s bottom two Italian 
dry docks, huge floating crane and four merchantmen, 
and had made some these fit for duty. 


This was accomplished under almost unbearable climatic 
conditions and despite all the obstacles put the way 
British and American civilian bureaucrats 
red-tape spinners. 


Captain Ellsberg writes one proud his men and 
himself. amply justified telling. Under the 
Red Sea Sun tells wonderful story most interesting 
fashion. can recommended all adults. 


The book illustrated with six full-page drawings show. 
ing various phases the salvage work, and end-paper 
maps Massawa and the neighboring territory. The 
handsome binding welcome return 
standards. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Martin, David. Ally Betrayed. The Uncensored 
Story Tito and Mihailovich. Prentice-Hall. Oct. 
21, 1946. 372p. $3.50. 


Ally Betrayed will arouse controversy. will avidly 
seized upon every who can find 
additional ammunition for the next anti-Moscow barrage. 
Its factual content will conveniently ignored—it can 
not denied—by American fellow travellers: they will 
stigmatize Mr. Martin “Red-baiter” performing dis 
tinct disservice international understanding present- 
ing unfavorable aspects contemporary Yugoslav history. 
Between these two extremes are the normal thoughtful 
American readers who will angered our betrayal 
principle betraying Mihailovich and the Chetniks. 
this middle ground too, are the OSS, the OWI and the 
British Foreign Office, now chastened and penitent 
they view the unpopular, minority Partisan government 
that they nurtured. Mr. Martin Canadian journalist 
who served with the Air Forces overseas. His work, how- 
ever, not just another volume reporters’ recollections. 
This deep and not unduly simplified; presents the 
problems, involved they are, and hence satisfactory. 
The author, collaborator previous work Yugoslav 
affairs, knows the background and beyond that has spent 
much time research, interviewing military missions 
and verifying the details recounts. Unlike Rebecca 
West her mildly hystical foreword, Martin writes calmly 
and follows where the facts lead him—to moderate 
fense General Drazha. 


The author begins, necessity, with compact survey 
Yugoslavia between wars, tracing the complicated issues 
within the country: political, religious and national. 
portrays the attitudes minoritv and separatist Croats 
and the pan-Slav Serbs, the federalists and 
the anti and pro-monarchists—the divisions upon whic! 
Germany and Russia were capitalize. The war with 
Germany, the organization the initial and only 
resistance Mihailovich, his successtul operations and 


diplomatic support the Big Three 
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delineated. Splendid inserts the monarchy, Tito 
and Mihailovich the men, “accommodations” with 
fascism, the rescue American airmen and the 
post-war socialistic planning both contestants are pro- 
vided. 

Coming the second part the volume, Mr. Martin 
describes the transfer Allied aid from Drazha Tito. 
Russia takes the initiative the violent anti-Chetnik prop- 
aganda campaign, and, usual, communist minions take 
the refrain. Democratic powers are led extol 
regimé the pretext military expediency. 
Facts are given and names mentioned. Our Intelligence 
was honeycombed with American “liberals” and Yugoslav 
communists with the result that our information followed 
the party line. Hence too the American press was sys- 
tematically duped. British Foreign Office experts had 
more accurate picture Yugoslav developments, but pre- 
ferred force the facts fit Seton Watson’s concept 
what the Yugoslav state should be. innu- 
endo, deletion unfavorable reports, suppression free 
speech England, the United States and Yugoslavia, 
were favorite devices mould world opinion. Here too 
facts are given and photostats are reproduced. 
appalling commentary honest journalism. The press 
swayed the public, the military and diplomatic censors 
tuled the press; the communist party influenced the army 
and the State Department, while Moscow forced the other 
Big Two the final sell-out Teheran. Triumphant 
Soviet armies bolstered non-popular administration, and 
the complete sovietizing the Yugoslavs be- 
gan. final chapter Mihailovich’s trial, standard 
Soviet purge procedure, really deals with the trial the 
United States and Britain before the bar Moscow. Our 
verdict: can expect the same verdict passed 
world opinion when the facts that Mr. Martin mar- 
shalls are more widely divulged. 


David Martin’s volume warmly recommended. 
carefully written, amply documented and well illustrated. 
This work silently points out moral: appeasement 
manifestation weakness and communism can not 
content with compromise. Its intolerance demands un- 


conditional surrender. 
Joseph Rock, 
University Scranton 


Falvey, Hal. Ten Seconds That Will Change Your 
Life. Wilcox. Oct. 25, 1946. 96p. $1.75. 


“If during the day you suddenly face flare-up anger 
intense irritation, boredom, self-pity, any other 
one the negative emotional horde, stop then and there 
and realize: thing senseless, unreal and 
costing These words their equivalent will 
take the first two seconds the TEN THAT 
Your The next eight 
are spent naming the opposite the emotion you’re 
squelching and realizing that that what you want, need 
and can have.” 


These three sentences quoted from the book (pp. 35-36) 
give indication both its contents and the 
its ambitious title. five very brief chap- 


(there are not more than sixty-eight full pages 
teading matter) the author develops, sometimes with 
theatrical flourishes, that harmful (“negative”) emotional 
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habits can replaced helpful (“positive”) habits. 
Three remaining chapters deal succession with the im- 
portance finding life work “at something were 
designed do” and hobby something “always 
wanted do”, with the necessity regular exercise and 
good eating habits and, finally, with method physical 
relaxation which described sort ‘state sus- 


pended animation’. 


least this book has the virtue recognizing the freedom 
the will, the importance controlling the thoughts 
and the emotions and the importance developing help- 
ful habits rather than harmful ones. one point (p. 60) 
the author seemed about mention supernatural motives 
and supernatural helps, but then quickly sidestepped 
into vague nothings. 


For those who are familiar with Christian moral teachings 
there will not found anything this book justify 
the expenditure the comparatively high purchase price. 


Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 
Augustinian College, 


Washington 17, 


Sanderson, Ivan Animal Tales. Anthology 
Animal Literature All Countries. Knopf. Oct. 
1946. xiv, 511p. 


Mr. Sanderson, still his wartime post with the British 
Information Services America, widely known 
naturalist, explorer, author and artist. his earlier books 
Animal Treasure perhaps the best known, having been 
Book-of-the-Month Club selection during 1937. this 
publication Mr. Sanderson has made analytical selec- 
tion from the animal literature all countries and has 
combined thirty-one stories into one the most delectable 
anthologies these modern days. His own contribution 
has been threefold: introductory chapter the nature 
“The Animal introductory note for each 
selection which describes the general flora and 
fauna and the ecology the region where the selected 
story laid and gives brief biographical sketch the 
author; brush painting the animal subject each 
story. 


the Introduction Mr. Sanderson classifies animal tales 
into those fact and those fiction. Factual tales are 
subdivided into descriptive, whether pure scientific ob- 
servation natural history, and anecdotal tales which 
may either sympathetic antipathetic. Fictional tales 
may either realistic fantastic; the former being either 
subjective objective while the latter are possible 
impossible. claims that every animal tale ever written 
falls into one combination these eight categories. 
However this classification not the basis his selection; 
uses the only logical approach this problem, selec- 
tion stories locales, environmental regions 
habitat zones. covers the surface the earth, in- 
dicating the major habitat zones each the continents 
and adding few non-continental ones, selecting typical 
animal from each and then selecting story about that 
animal, always one written translated into the Eng- 
lish language. 


The stories are all varieties including the following 
the most typical: Fabre’s “The Life the Scorpion”, ex- 
cerpts from Salten’s “Bambi”, Grey Owl’s “Pilgrims 
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the Wild”, Scoville’s “Wild Folk”, Beebe’s “Half Mile 
Down”, Ernest Thompson Seton’s “Wild Animals Have 
Known”, Alfred Russel Wallace’s “Birds Paradise”, 
Karazin’s “Cranes Flying South” and Chaillu’s “World 
the Great Forest”. The animals are well distributed 
between the bizarre and the familiar with the following 
being representative list those included: wolf, monkey, 
dog, lion, whale, deer, elephant, rat, bear, eagle, yak, 
panda, mammoth, koala bear and deep sea fish. 
general Mr. Sanderson’s selection has been excellent 
and the stories included are well worth the price the 
book. But his own contribution which makes this 
anthology distinctive; makes not merely collection 
stories but unified description the earth’s animal in- 
habitants well. thanked for making avail- 
able good anthology and one which suitable for all 


classes readers. 


Mencken, Treatise the Gods. Second edi- 
tion, corrected and rewritten. Knopf. Oct. 24, 
1946. 302p. $3.50. 

First published 1930 and now “corrected and rewritten”, 
this book has not improved with age. written the 
author’s familiar style, with both its obvious virtues and 
its equally obvious defects. The virtues are chiefly the 
way clarity and liveliness. The defects include pre- 
tense, vulgarity, and slovenliness. reflects the author’s 
mind, which uncritical, not very penetrating ob- 
servant, not entirely honest, and not all equipped 
either native power training and reading for the 
task sets before himself. 


few these things may illustrated. Mr. Mencken 
writes: “Today Protestantism either banal imitation 
Catholicism cruel burlesque upon it”. puts 
this down his final chapter and reveals the lack 
knowledge and the poor judgment that characterize the 
book. Reference made “the elaborately refined and 
metaphysical rites Christian archbishop”. Mysticism 
described one the “cults which seek rid worship 
formalization and Among the mag- 
nificoes mysticism are listed Francis Assisi, Ignatius 
Loyola, and Thomas Aquinas. The Holy Rollers are 
mystics and are “the Trappists when they engage 
their silent and interminable There are 
countless refinements thought and expression such 
“the reality (and) other ancient imbecilities 
that still entertain the mob”, “the less anthropoid Meth- 
and “an invading horde moron Catholics, 
swarming from Ireland and French Canada”. 

Mr. Mencken asks: “Is Catholic bishop good citizen 
when commands, penalty Hell, that poor and 
miserable women convert themselves into mere brood 
sows?” The constant effort the Catholic Church has 
been prevent the degradation women, whether mar- 
ried not, and keep sex relations above the brute 
level and above other levels beneath that the brutes. 
Can Mr. Mencken offer evidence the contrary? 
complains that “the religious man” cannot grasp the ideas 
that animate “the civilized gentleman”. would seem 
that himself not sufficiently “the civilized gentle- 
man” and not enough the honest scholar discover and 
present the teaching and practice the Catholic 
Church with regard the birth and rearing children. 
While Mr. Mencken was engaged “correcting and re- 
writing” his Treatise the Gods the civilized world was 


= 


Mencken Finletter 


the midst the worst war history. was not started 
“religious men” but “civilized men”, men who 
were like Mr. Mencken that they repudiated 
scorned it, and attacked it. Let him think Dachau 
Belsen and their hundreds counterparts Germany 
and the lands Eastern Europe and Russia and 
Siberia. the degradation men and women the 
police and slave states our time will see the results 
successful attack religion, more precisely, 
Christianity. But need not think, that “in its pure and 
simple form religion not often encountered 
can encountered among the oppressed 
throughout Europe. can encountered, wills 
see it, about him the churches, schools, hospitals, and 
homes for the old and friendless his own city 
more. 
Mr. Mencken chooses easier way gather material 
“religion” than the way observation and experience 
the hard world where men and women labor and suffer 
for their contrary and disturbing facts enter 
into the quiet and security his study. But result 
his method well his purpose that Treatise 
the Gods book designed stir religious and racial 
prejudice and persecution. deliberately malicious 
book, but well essentially stupid book. has 
place the shelves libraries that believe honesty, 
tolerance, and good will. 

John Ryan, 

Catholic University America 


Finletter, Gretchen. From the Top the Stairs. 
Little. Sept. 10, 1946. 252p. $2.50. 

Gretchen Damrosch Finletter, the second the four 
daughters Walter Damrosch, the well-known conduc 
tor, has recorded this book her memories 
follow the family from hotel life the brownstone 
house where they finally settled, and through the daily 
routine home tour. The orchestral operatic 
performance, with its dread deadline, the focal point 
about which the family schedule revolves. mee 
Damrosch paterfamilias, presiding table 
pating picnic, rehearsing and Eva, 
entertaining succession brilliant friends: Ethel Barry- 
more, Charles Dana Gibson, Richard Harding Davis, Alma 
Gluck, George Gershwin, Isadora Duncan, Paul 
ski and many others. The point view always “from 
the top the stairs” from some other vantage point 
childhood, the young Gretchen being more often 
curious spy than participant. She and her sister 
the opera, their first dance, the fabulous Hippo 
drome, Europe with all the zest 
adventures reading (Dotty Dimple and the Five Little 
Peppers) and with the drama (William Faversham 
The Squaw Man) lend certain nostalgia the tale, 
does their mother’s defiant marching 
parade. 

The intentions the author are friendly enough, her life 
has certainly been happy one, and there would seem 
material here for interesting book, but this 
viewer’s opinion the book does not live its promise. 
The record childhood memories written retrospect 
delicate and difficult genre which some writers, such 
Clarence Day, have handled supremely well. But not 
everyone capable bringing off. The present volume 
episodic, loosely organized and not always convincing. 
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Anecdotes have way ending anticlimax (e.g., 
105) and the humor frequently strained. Despite these 
shortcomings, however, there reason why those who 
enjoy light reading and intimate glimpses famous people 
should not give try. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


William The Rape Palestine. 
118p. $1.00. 
The original edition Mr. Ziff’s indictment the Pales- 
administration appeared back 1938. That was 
new world war and Hitler’s final efforts liquida- 
European Jewry made the future Palestine 
major issue the day. Since those distant prewar years 
the course Palestinian affairs can hardly said have 
taken turn for the better. anything, already com- 
plex situation became more difficult because the war 
the subsequent refugee problem, the White Paper 
1939, several investigations royal commissions, and 
last but not least the report the Anglo-American Com- 
mission Inquiry submitted the early part 1946. 
preparing the present popular edition the author takes 
the changes into consideration, indicating some the 
more significant developments foreword and epi- 
appended the original. completely revised 
edition promised for later date. 
The book intended sensational. The 1938 edition 
all interested parties talking, until such time the 
outbreak hostilities diverted attention more global 
the cover the new edition the publishers 
proclaim that forbidden Palestine, “banned the 
British”. Reading the book one quickly recognizes that 
none but government seriously dedicated the prin- 
freedom opposition and communication would 
allow such criticism its actions circulate freely 
within its borders. While the British home are cer- 
dedicated, administrators Palestine they 
evidently feel they cannot afford tolerant. Such 
attitude understandable. The charges made the 
author The Rape Palestine are such indict suc- 
cessive high officials the Palestine government in- 
eptitude, not heartless scheming for doubtful political 
ends. 
Put simply, the “rape” Palestine consists British be- 
trayal the terms the Mandate. Before the First 
World War Palestine was underdeveloped and im- 
poverished land. But 200,000 people dwelt there, one out 
five Jew whose family had lived there for generations 
had perhaps more recently immigrated from Europe. 
came the Balfour Declaration and the bid for Jewish 
support. Loyal England and the Allied cause the Jews 
encouraged the idea British mandated Palestine. 
was “homeland” and refuge for persecuted 
1922 several decades Jewish colonization 
had demonstrated the feasibility the homeland idea. 
Under the resourceful hand immigrants the country 
could made prosperous and capable absorbing more 
thousands their fellows. But once the Mandate was 


Argus. 


approved the League Nations, the Zionist case states, 
British policy became pro-Arab render nugatory 
the homeland promise. Today progressive loss civil 

tties, restraint economic expansion and the barring 
immigrants are once more turning Palestine into 
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wasteland. One may question some Mr. Ziff’s con- 
clusions even challenge his interpretation facts, but 
there room for questions his position and the 
reasons for holding it. has made himself perfectly 
clear. 

There are two ways evaluating book this sort. One 
might take point time, examine the facts and 
study the conclusion drawn therefrom. Since the work 
crammed full facts, dates and figures this would 
endless task. Moreover, inasmuch there con- 
siderable amount personal feeling involved the inter- 
pretation facts for against the British, would 
thankless task. About thankless, fact, trying 
carry objective discussion about the British Empire 
with Irish-American obsessed with the memory the 
Black and Tans. The parallel there and the author 
frankly draws attention his foreword. 

The second way appraising the book consider its 
overall conclusions. First these that the administra- 
tion the Palestine Mandate has been inept. Instead 
honest attempt quickly bring about home rule, the 
British officials have treated the mandate colony in- 
capable any real self-government. this conclu- 
sion observers the Palestine scene will inclined 
agree. Some the administrators sent Palestine cer- 
tainly have had colonial background and outlook. They 
showed their high-handed methods governing and 
the tendency solving problems favor Empire 
interests. Other indications that this conclusion not 
completely erroneous are the heavy military establishments 
and the frequent invoking martial law. times peace 
has been kept playing one party off against the other— 
old trick colonial administration which only makes 
the presence the governing power the more necessary 
for indefinite period. The net result this type 
government Palestine has been the serious complicating 
the political situation. Feelings run deep present 
that one may wonder whether peace possible within 
generation. 

Another broad conclusion Mr. Ziff that the Arabs 
have been treated wards the British and have gotten 
away with murder, whereas economic policy, taxation, 
immigration rules and the administration justice have 
borne down unreasonably hard upon the Jews. Whether 
every instance cited the author really case point 
could questioned. One wishing study the facts 
detail and presented objective way will find the 
necessary corrective for Mr. Ziff’s presentation Palestine: 
Problem and Promise, scholarly work Robert 
Nathan and associates (Public Affairs Press, 1946). The 
author The Rape Palestine tries fair but the 
tendency read sinister motives into every British move 
seems there. Yet his general conclusion stands: the 
treating the Arabs with too much partiality has tended 
delay rather than hasten their adjustment the impact 
Western culture. Palestine witness the clash 
the two cultures. isolate the Arab rigidly restrain- 
ing the Jew hardly solution. people the Arabs 
must advance perish. One may anti-Zionist and 
dislike further intensification Jewish nationalism, and 
yet firmly convinced that Arab particularism even 
more objectionable. 


The third main conclusion Mr. Ziff the most con- 
troversial all. implies, fact states, that British 
policy has been largely anti-Jewish. The fact rather seems 
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that British policy has been pro-British and has aided 
resisted Zionism helped hindered the Empire. 
Obsessed the thought the 
Western world has not shown itself sufficiently immune 
that disease the Zionist runs the risk misinterpret- 
ing British policy and actions the Middle East. Much 
can explained terms economic and military 
security, especially exemplified that magic word 
This not deny the actual presence anti- 
Semitism some officials. The virus racism was 
means confined Germany. But should remem- 
bered that most the difficulty Palestine can ex- 
plained shortsighted administration and ill-advised 
partiality certain Arab leaders whose moral conduct 
was not quite high their political value. There 
point going beyond the evidence. When imputes 
the British Foreign Office long-standing anti-Jewish 
policy, that what Mr. Ziff seems do. 

Despite the limitations mentioned above, The Rape 
Palestine important book for all who would under- 
stand the conflict now raging the Holy Land. pro- 
vides lesson and warning that the government 
subject people fraught with dangers, particularly when 
more promised than can actually granted. 

William Gibbons, 


Associate Editor “America” 


Brown, John Mason. Seeing Things. McGraw-Hill. 
Sept. 16, 1946. 341p. $3.00. 

This volume largely made selections from the 
author’s weekly department the same name The 
Saturday Review Literature. The articles fall into 
groups: three “Parents and Children”, nine “With 
Honor”, three “Merriment—Innocent and Otherwise”, 
two “The Lonesome Road”, seven “Old Bottles”, 
seven “Borrowers the Night”, nine “The Soldiers’ 
Music”, and one, “Beyond the printed separately 
and described “some platitudes, addressed class 
graduating wartime repeated the hope that they 
remain platitudes now that peace has come”. Most 
the articles deal with the theater, its arts and aspects and 
its men and women. them are interesting, although 
necessarily varying degrees and because varying value. 


Much the value and most the weakness Seeing 
Things derive from the same source. Since made 
small part reviews new plays and recent 
revivals—Billy Rose’s Seven Lively Arts, Shaw’s Pyg- 
malion, Emmett Lavery’s The Magnificent Yankee, 
dramatization Zola’s Thérése Raquin, and The Late 
George Apley, among others—some its pages are already 
dated. Yet they have their value both for the present 
and for the future. the theater, and also other fields; 
the trivial well the serious can historical and 
cultural importance. This particularly true because Mr. 
Brown’s observations and reflections the theater the 
day are generally lively and always shrewd. 

Mr. Brown journalist and his way writing reflects 
the needs and demands his profession. Phrases and 
lines that seem bright and pat when first printed not 
always wear well. Thus discussion fellow critic 
called “The State the Nathan”, review Pygmalion 
entitled “Eliza off the Ice”, introduction some 
Woollcott’s writings called “That Other Alexander”. 
Against such minor defects, there are over 300 pages 
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good and stimulating writing this book. Among 
chapters there are expectedly some that will appeal 
one reader rather than another. The chapter 
“Disney and the Dane” was liked the present reviewer, 
spite its title. tells the author’s nine-year-old 
son his first performance Hamlet and how 
liked better than Oklahoma! and Donald Duck. 
may prefer “Preface Learning”, with its praise 
son, “Noel! those regrettable 
which some needed rebukes are given Mr. 


Coward. 
John Ryan, 
Catholic University America 
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Wagenknecht, When Was Child, 162. Jan. 
1947. IIb 


Jan. 


Walsh, Dante Alighieri, 151. Dec. 15, 1946. 

Weidman, Too Early Tell, 154. Dec. 15, 1946. 

Woodgate, The Abbe Edgeworth (1745-1807), 
Dec. 15, 1946. 

Ziff, The Rape Palestine, 167. Jan. 1947. 


Sadleir, 
Oct. 


The scen 
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Meanwhil 
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